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Intercontinental Virtual Conference 

 
 

With the unprecedented Covid-19 circumstances and the unforeseen future, the 5th 

Global Summit of GADRI will be organised virtually during the summer of 2021 with 

a hybrid mini-session proposed to be held in conjunction with the 70th Anniversary of 

the Disaster Prevention Research Institute (DPRI), Kyoto University in November 

2021. 

 

Background: 

 
The biennial Global Summit Series was initiated by the Disaster Prevention 
Research Institute (DPRI), Kyoto University, Uji Campus, Kyoto Japan with the first 
Global Summit of Research Institutes for Disaster Risk Reduction session held in 
November 2011 during the same year a triple disaster – Great East Japan 
Earthquake and Tsunami devastated Japan in March 2011. The First Global Summit 
which brought together 52 research institutes involved in disaster risk reduction and 
management from around the world, proposed the establishment of an international 
network of disaster research fostered by DPRI, Kyoto University. This proposal was 
further endorsed by the Second Global Summit that took place at DPRI, Kyoto 
University soon after the UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, 
participated by 83 institutes, and established the Global Alliance of Disaster 
Research Institutes (GADRI) to support the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030 agenda. The Third Global Summit in March 2017 was 
successfully organized by GADRI with 102 institutes and 251 participants from 
around the world.  
  
A few outcomes of the 3rd Global Summit included the launch of the World Status of 
Disaster Research: GADRI Book Series, proposal for publication of GADRI 
Prospectus, and GADRI’s active participation and contributions to the UNISDR and 
other major conferences. 
 
The 4th Global Summit of GADRI under the theme of Increasing the Effectiveness 
and Relevance of our Institutes was organised in March 2019 at DPRI, Kyoto 
University, Japan. It was attended by 107 institutes and 246 participants. The 
conference particularly contributed to the contextualization of the Science and 
Technology Roadmap for the implementation of the Sendai Framework Agenda.  The 



conference recommendations were submitted to the UNDRR Global Platform 2019. 
 

Objective: 

 

The GADRI 2021 summit aims at stock taking of progress and achievements in DRR 
research from its Members towards the targets of the Science and Technology 
Roadmap to implement the goals and priorities of the Sendai Framework. The 
programme will communicate academic science across scientific disciplines to policy 
makers and practitioners. It is an important aspect for academics to be aware how 
science can directly contribute to national and local disasters, for example, the 
current global pandemic COVID-19, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, etc. Such 
situations prompt scientists’ interventions, expertise, experience and the opportunity 
to share them with emergency managers in crisis situations. 
 
This year’s Global Summit is attentive to the necessary influence of the Global 
Alliance and its supporting regional Alliances on bringing the disasters research to 
bare on the outcomes of the UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) 
COP26 taking place in Glasgow, November 2021.   The 5th Global Summit of GADRI 
will contribute to COP26 and will provide impetus to climate change and health 
challenges to influence climate policy to work in the disaster resilience and response. 
The 5th Global Summit of GADRI recommendations, facilitated through the UK 
Alliance of Disaster Research, will be presented at the COP26 in November 2021. 
 
 
Theme and topics: 

 

The current sub-theme – Engaging Science with Actions – is targeting scientists to 

demonstrate their plans for action towards implement-oriented science.  

 

Proposed topics, for example include: 

 

i. Target E – Governance - Substantially increase the number of countries with 

national and local disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020; 

- Scientific knowledge to provide evidence for effective implementation of 

DRR policies 

- Stock taking of current progress and status of science in the world 

 

ii. Target F – Finance - Substantially enhance international cooperation to 

developing countries through adequate and sustainable support to complement their 

national actions for implementation of the present Framework by 2030; 

- Meeting demands from policy makers and planners, and actions by 

science/scientists 

- Emphasis on focus of science in the world today and learning by action 

- Future directions for scientists to proceed towards action or practice of 

science 

- Making action an academic concern by sharing available knowledge and 

targets for implementation by policy makers 



ii. Climate and Health: Disaster Resilience and Response – to influence 
climate policy work in the direction of disaster resilience and response actions 
based on the weight of the collective research by GADRI and its supporting 
regional Alliances on bringing the disasters research to bare on the outcomes 
of COP26 taking place in Glasgow, November 2021. 

iv. Covid-19 and the New Era of Health Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management – Responses and measures to Covid-19 – reports or national 

synthesis reports on Covid-19 – lessons learned and research gaps; and 

global pandemics – what is next? 

iv. Accessibility of information, data, reaction to disasters, and knowledge in 

the absence of a system to react and respond to the situation 

v. Evaluating obstacles for scientist engagement with policy makers and 

practitioners, and legal challenges - Scientists and Actors Engagement 

Projects –  

vi. Exploring solutions to bridge the gaps for implementation of science in 

action 

Route from scientific prediction to social implementation: how can we bridge 

the last but not least gap between academia and society for accomplishing 

disaster risk reduction.  

 

Structure of the Summit 

 

i. Virtual conference within 26-28 hours 

ii. Two common sessions are proposed at the beginning and at the end regardless of 

the time;  

iii. three continental sessions for participants in each region to participate.  

• Asia covering Oceania – hosted by the GADRI Secretariat and supported by Prof. 
Mahua Mukherjee 

• Americas covering North and South America –Prof. Paul Kovacs supported by Prof. 
Lori Peek and Prof. John van de Lindt 

• Europe covering Africa and the Middle-East – Prof. Jorgen Sparf supported by Prof. 
Andrew Collins, and Dr. Tom De Groeve 

iv. Participants are allowed to send their questions on a session even though they 

are unable to participate in a particular session. 

v. Every session will be recorded and immediately uploaded to the summit website 

for ease of access to participants.   

vi. In general, all registered participants are allowed to take part in every session. 

vii. General structure: 

- Common opening session - All participants to attend these session 

o Opening remarks, may include 

- Opening by Commissioner or Director General - “The EU beliefs 

that global collaboration in research is essential to create the 

necessary evidence base for policy making. The partnership 

between the Commission’s Knowledge Centre and GADRI/EUDRI 



helps bridge the gap between the academic world and the policy 

world.” 

- Assistant Secretary-General and Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction in the United 

Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)  

- President Kyoto University and Director, DPRI, Kyoto University;  

- SG, GADRI/Chair, BoD, GADRI 

- Continent Plenary and group discussion sessions  

o At least one Keynote speech 

o At least three to four discussion groups 

o One panel session with rapporteur from each group 

- Common Panel session, wrap-up; and closing Session - All participants to 

attend these session 

o Each continent rapporteur to represent the group discussion sessions  

o Wrap-up 

o Closing session – closing remarks  

 

Plenary Sessions: 

 

- Keynote speakers to be identified 

- 20-40- minute presentation and 20-minute discussion session 

- Presentations will be recorded 

- Copyrighted materials should be used (GADRI will not be responsible for any 

copyright issues or disputes.) 

- Should be available for immediate uploading in the conference portal 

- GADRI Secretariat should be provided with an abstract, keywords, and a 

paper for the conference proceedings. For further details on the paper, please 

refer to abstracts and final paper section. 

 

 

Presentations: 

 

- All presentation graphics/pictures are understood to be fully copyrighted and 

is the responsible of the presenter 

- Uploaded presentations are not available to be copied or cited outside the 

conference 

- Presentations are available for viewing only by the registered participants 

- Would need an abstract, keywords, and a paper for the conference 

proceedings. For further details on the paper, please refer to abstracts and 

final paper section. 

 

Target Audience: 



The target participants are GADRI members (academic institutions), young 

scientists, science-policy brokers, and policy makers. 

 

Participation: 

 

• By registration only 

• Registration is free of charge 

 

 



Group Discussion Sessions: 

 

Each group will pick-up a theme and the results will be reported by the rapporteur at 

the panel sessions.  Following are a few ideas floated for possible discussions. 

 

i. Target E – Governance - Substantially increase the number of countries with 

national and local disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020; 

- Scientific knowledge to provide evidence for effective implementation of 

DRR policies 

- Stock taking of current progress and status of science in the world 

 

ii. Target F – Finance - Substantially enhance international cooperation to 

developing countries through adequate and sustainable support to complement their 

national actions for implementation of the present Framework by 2030; 

- Meeting demands from policy makers and planners, and actions by 

science/scientists 

- Emphasis on focus of science in the world today and learning by action 

- Future directions for scientists to proceed towards action or practice of 

science 

- Making action an academic concern by sharing available knowledge and 

targets for implementation by policy makers 

iii. Climate and Health: Disaster Resilience and Response – to influence 
climate policy work in the direction of disaster resilience and response actions 
based on the weight of the collective research by GADRI and its supporting 
regional Alliances on bringing the disasters research to bare on the outcomes 
of COP26 taking place in Glasgow, November 2021. 

iv. Covid-19 and the New Era of Health Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management – Responses and measures to Covid-19 – reports or national 

synthesis reports on Covid-19 – lessons learned and research gaps; and 

global pandemics – what is next? 

v. Accessibility of information, data, reaction to disasters, and knowledge in 

the absence of a system to react and respond to the situation 

vi. Evaluating obstacles for scientist engagement with policy makers and 

practitioners, and legal challenges - Scientists and Actors Engagement 

Projects – This session introduces on-going projects with the substantial 

engagement between scientists and actors. Scientists are expected to 

contribute to improve decision of actors. Presentations will provide lessons 

and hints how scientist and actors can effectively communicate.  

vii. Exploring solutions to bridge the gaps for implementation of science in 

action 

Route from scientific prediction to social implementation: how can we bridge 

the last but not least gap between academia and society for accomplishing 

disaster risk reduction –  

In predictions of flood or landslides in some specific cases, outputs from 

scientific research can provide info of spatio-temporal changes in hazard with 



a level of quality that is ready for application. However, actual implementation 

of these scientific outcome is still tough in some aspects such as law, 

economic repercussion, and acceptability by local residents. Discussion is 

needed for such final gaps remaining on the route from academia to society 

for accomplishing disaster risk reduction. 

 

Pre-Conference Collection of data from Members of GADRI prior to the 5th 

Global Summit 

 

GADRI is a network coordinating research institutes engaged in disaster risk 

reduction and resilience at a global level to advance the global agenda of science 

community.  Actions to be taken by scientists are clearly defined by the Science and 

Technology Roadmap and Sendai Framework Agenda for 2030. All members of 

GADRI will be requested to voluntarily declare and report their research 

achievements and contributions along the lines of the S&T Roadmap and the 

progress and actions in terms of supporting the implementation of the priority areas 

of the Sendai Framework Agenda.  

 

GADRI membership is reaching 200 institutes excluding the members of the regional 

alliances. If each member institute contribute their actions towards the Roadmap, 

this would generate valuable information on the areas where most of the research is 

done and identify areas where there are gaps or where no research is being 

conducted.   

 

It is proposed to prepare a questionnaire that would give the basis for group 

discussions with research data, gaps, where things are moving well or not, and guide 

to future directions.  

 

Collected and analysed data and outputs from discussion sessions will also serve as 

GADRI Conference outcome and GADRI contribution to the Science and Technology 

Roadmap and the Sendai Framework Agenda for 2030. 

 

Questionnaire -  

- The inputs are voluntary contributions as a member of GADRI 

- Questions are phrased to maintain both coherences, and easy to reply 

- Target F on finance – linked to where there are research needs for funding 

and how to know about it.  How to link the gap of funding and most needed 

research?  

- Research collaboration activities – national and local engagements – research 

collaborations to bridge funding gaps 

- What is the important link with academics to the society or the service offered 

by academics during natural hazard or emergency situations? 

- Various guidelines and tools already are in place to answer these questions. 

How are these tools? 



E-Poster Session 

 

- Young scientists are encouraged to submit an outline/abstract of the posters on 

the proposed conference themes/group discussion sessions. 

- The poster should be along the same principles of the “Abstracts and Final 

Paper” below. 

 

Abstracts and Final Paper  

 

Abstracts, key words and final paper (minimum 3,000 words) to be submitted prior to 

the Conference by 30th April 2021. 

 

General principles for abstract, keywords and papers:  

- All papers are along the lines of the proposed themes of the 5th Global Summit of 

GADRI. 

- All contributions are relevant to policy makers and directed towards global 

disaster risk assessment – not only hazards – dimensions to assess the risks. 

- Papers should contribute to the targets of the Science and Technology Roadmap 

for the implementation of the priority areas of the Sendai Framework Agenda; 

and the agenda of COP26.   

- Papers could be reporting on research challenges, contributions, achievements, 

etc. It is important to framework the data in terms of - whether it is global, 

national, or local. These dimensions are important. With hazards, it is important 

to mention whether it is technological, natural or others aspects, is it on exposure, 

or vulnerability, or hazards. This will be a good way to summarize the current 

status of science and research targets. 

- As an appendix, all contributors should ideally deliver 1-page science for policy 

brief (who for, what is the policy question, what are the facts, what is the 

recommendation...). 

- Sendai Roadmap: scoring - Make it attractive to respond properly: catalogue of 

R&D.  

-  

Selected papers will be published in the Proceedings of the 5th Global Summit of 

GADRI. 

 

 

Benefits of participating in the GADRI Global Summit:  

1. Opportunity to engage with GADRI members in a global context as well as on 

a regional basis. 

2. Global orientation on DRR research, contributions and achievements 

3. Especially taking advantage of the EC-JRC research work. A lot of science 

policy translations are conducted there and it is an opportunity for GADRI to 

link and learn from the European and European local contexts.   



4. Vice versa, it will provide scientists around the world to work on that area and 

to get better engagement to the academic world, find any mechanism to get 

the academic world influenced more on policies, and national policies, etc.  

5. The GADRI Global Summit provide an opportunity to showcase some 

examples, and bring the right people along global context and maximise 

knowledge sharing on what we know, and needs to be done. 

6. The lessons learned, and topics discussed at the GADRI Global Summit are 

of global value; and 

7. Outcome and selected papers will be published in the Proceedings of the 5th 

Global Summit via Springer Japan. 

 

Partners: core group 

• Kyoto University 

• Disaster Prevention Research Institute (DPRI) Kyoto University, GADRI Secretariat 

• European Commission—Joint Research Center (EC-JRC) 

• Disaster and Development Network (DDN), Northumbria University 

• Mid Sweden University  

  

Conference Chairs:  

 

Prof. Andrew Collins, Northumbria University, Prof. Hirokazu Tatano, GADRI and 

DPRI, Kyoto University and Kyoto University, Prof. Jorgen Sparf, Mid-Sweden 

University, EC-JRC (Dr. Tom De Groeve, Dr. George Breyannis, Dr. Elisabeth 

Krausmann), Prof. Paul Kovacs and Prof. Lori Peek. 

 

 

The seven global targets of the Sendai Framework:  

 

i. 2016 - (a) Substantially reduce global disaster mortality by 2030, aiming to 

lower the average per 100,000 global mortality rate in the decade 2020–2030 

compared to the period 2005– 2015;  

 

ii. 2017 - (b) Substantially reduce the number of affected people globally by 

2030, aiming to lower the average global figure per 100,000 in the decade 

2020–2030 compared to the period 2005–2015; 

 

iii. 2018 - (c) Reduce direct disaster economic loss in relation to global gross 

domestic product (GDP) by 2030;  

 

iv. 2019 - (d) Substantially reduce disaster damage to critical infrastructure and 

disruption of basic services, among them health and educational facilities, 

including through developing their resilience by 2030;  

 



v. 2020 - (e) Substantially increase the number of countries with national and 

local disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020;  

 

vi. 2021 - (f) Substantially enhance international cooperation to developing 

countries through adequate and sustainable support to complement their 

national actions for implementation of the present Framework by 2030;  

 

vii. 2022 - (g) Substantially increase the availability of and access to multi-hazard 

early warning systems and disaster risk information and assessments to 

people by 2030. 


